






Several times this past
year we heard that Coffee
Jello was commonly served

for dessert here at Stepping Stones.
Harriet Severino, the Wilson’s cook
and Lois’ companion, recalled it
fondly when she visited in 2006.

Other visitors have confirmed the pop-
ularity of Stepping Stones’ Coffee Jello,

so we had to know…just how does one
make Coffee Jello, and what in the world
does it taste like?

Turns out to be quite the delicacy, in
keeping with both Harriet and Lois’ good
taste!  Although we didn’t find a recipe in
the archives – Harriet probably made it by
memory – we have developed the following
recipe for you to try – if you dare!

Friends of Stepping Stones
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The following are the generous donors to the Stepping Stones Foundation from April 1,
2006-April 1, 2007.  To belong to a gift club you must be a current donor.  Gift clubs are
cumulative for active donors. We are enormously grateful for this show of support.

2 envelopes of Knox gelatin 
½ cup cold coffee
2 cups hot coffee
¼- ¾ cups sugar, according to taste
pinch of salt

In large bowl, combine gelatin and cold coffee.
Let sit for 10 minutes.  Add hot coffee, sugar and
salt until dissolved completely.  Chill until set.
Serve with whipped cream.  Enjoy!

Stepping
Stones
Coffee
Jello

This page has been left blank intentionally.  
For a list of Stepping Stones donors, please put 
your request in writing to info@steppingstones.org.



Stepping Stones has made great progress in its fundraising.    Our efforts
include a “Friends” initiative, seeking grants, hosting special events, and ask-
ing for contributions from our visitors.  Our first full year has given us the
momentum and encouragement to persist in seeking the support needed to
accomplish the goals outlined in our strategic plan. We are especially excit-
ed to have a network of generous friends who donate annually.  This group
illustrates that as a team we can ensure that Stepping Stones is available for-
ever.  We look forward to your continued support!  

In 2006 we raised close to $30,000 for historic preservation and almost
$24,000 in general operating support from our community of friends around
the world.  These donations came from our annual fundraising mailing, our
newsletter appeal, visitors, and our website (grants not included).  Although
it is minimal in relation to the $1M plus needed to complete historic preser-
vation and increases in operating costs, we are thrilled to see the Stepping
Stones community join together to play a role in preserving this precious
piece of history forever.  

In a unique show of support, we received donations from a group of love-
ly people who hosted “Red Hat Contests” in their living rooms in Wisconsin
and California.  These generous friends raffled their hats off amongst each
other, and the proceeds went to Stepping Stones!  We love this idea and can
just imagine Lois Wilson, Nell Wing, and others getting a real kick out of it.
Thank you all!

Finally, Stepping Stones offered several fundraising events this year.  With
a staff as small as we have, this was no simple undertaking.  But, thanks to a
dedicated Board of Directors and Friends, we pulled them off with great suc-
cess.

In October, Bill McNiff, playwright and actor, performed his one man
show “Moments…An Evening with Bill W.” in the living room for a select
group Friends. He performed again, by popular demand, for a Stepping
Stones presentation at the home of Board member Jeannie Heinrich.   In
addition, Stepping Stones was thrilled to host the very first performance of
“Bill W. and Dr. Bob” off Broadway in NYC on February 16.  Friends came
from Mexico, Akron, Florida, and Canada to participate in the evening, which
was a successful fundraiser for the foundation as well.

Our recent grant successes include:
NYS Environmental Protection Fund. Up to $33,000 in matching

funds will be granted in 2007, and enable Stepping Stones to restore all of
the house windows, install UV filters to reduce light exposure inside, make
roof repairs, and save two outlying buildings that were facing deterioration
beyond repair. 

The New York State Council for the Arts granted Stepping Stones
$9,800 toward the design of an Orientation Center, expected to be housed in
the garage. The orientation center will ease wear and tear on the historic
home, offer exhibit space for archives and offer our friends a higher quality
experience when they visit.

The New York Council for the Humanities offered Stepping Stones a
mini-grant for the development of its first ever guided tour.  
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Stepping Stones Makes Strides

Pledge of Support (individual or group)

Name: _______________________ Tel.:_________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City:______________________ State:_____ Zip:____________

Email: ____________________________________________

As part of my commitment to preserving the legacy of Bill and Lois
Wilson through Stepping Stones, I am pleased to make a gift as follows:

One time gift, in the amount of________________________ 
(check payable to The Stepping Stones Foundation)

I wish to pledge $_____monthly/quarterly/semi-annually /annually

My gift will be matched by: _______________________________

I wish to pay by:    ___credit card   ____MC   ____Visa

Name _____________________________________________
(as it appears on card)

Card #________________________________ Exp date:______

Signature:__________________________________________

___ my check is enclosed     ___ please bill me

___ list my gift anonymously
The Stepping Stones Foundation, P.O. Box 452, Bedford Hills, NY 10507

914-232-4822, info@steppingstones.org

Special Thanks to…
• Bill McNiff for two wonderful performances of Moments, an Evening
with Bill W. for Stepping Stones donors.
• Greg and Anita Odell for donating a one of a kind handmade replica
of Stepping Stones.  The evidence of this labor of love was in every little
shingle.• Linda Vincent for her deserving role as the founder of the
Friends of Stepping Stones and her in-kind gifts. • Tom and Ken for their
gardening expertise and mulch. • Volunteers Ken, David, Steve,
Robert, Kate, John, Roberto, and Sharon for their hours of dedicated
service giving tours. • Bill Borchert and Eileen Giuliani for giving pre-
sentations on our behalf in Texas and England. • Kevin Hanlon and Page
124 Productions for the beautiful print of Bill and Lois, which now hangs
in our gift shop. • Mary Beth C., Linda Vincent, Marilyn A., and Sheila

for their letter stuffing support and more! • Noel for painting “the big
guys” porch • Joe from Staten Island for donating the flag case in honor
of Bill’s service in the military. • Rocco Sica and Marc Capichioni for
their computer support.

We also would like to extend our
thanks for in-kind donations to
Cadbury Schweppes and PepsiCo,
Espresso World, Bill and
Bernadette Borchert, and Martha S. 

Finally, thanks to all our 2006 picnic
volunteers, without whom we could
not have made it through the day.

Annual Giving – Help Strengthen the Stepping Stones
Legacy. In order to meet the challenges and opportunities facing Stepping
Stones, we cannot rely on earned revenue alone.  Thank you in advance for
your support!
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You Are Invited To Attend!
The 55th Annual Family Groups Picnic

Saturday, June 2, 2007. 12pm-5pm. Rain or Shine
Celebrating the legacy of Bill and Lois Wilson and the fellowships they

nurtured. Tours of the house and grounds, entertainment, good cheer and
fellowship. Special tribute to Nell Wing.

Open meeting with Kevin H., NY (A.A.) Bring your own lunch!  
Joan L, LI (Al-Anon) and Alateen speaker. We provide the soft drinks.

Directions: Rt. 684 to exit 6, west onto Rt. 35, toward Katonah. At second light, turn left onto Cherry
Street. Turn right onto Woodfield Road. Or take Saw Mill Parkway to exit 39. Left onto Route 117.
Second left to Cherry. Third left onto Woodfield. Follow attendant’s parking instructions.  For
MapQuest directions use 66 Oak Road, Katonah, NY 10536.

No buses and no exceptions.  Call for information on where to park a bus, and thank you for your
cooperation.

Visit www.steppingstones.org or call (914) 232-4822 for more information.

Can’t Make it to Stepping Stones?
Let Stepping Stones come to you!  With Power Point presentation in hand,

Stepping Stones staff and volunteers can come to your conference, class-
room, library, or community group to share the story of hope for the recov-
ery from alcoholism that is embodied in the life and home of Bill and Lois
Wilson.  While we can’t honor every request, we try to be available to share
rare photos and provide a virtual tour of their beloved home.  We can also
send a sampling of literature about Stepping Stones to support your event.

Last year we had the pleasure of traveling to the Pennsylvania Area Annual
Family Groups Convention, the annual Chili Supper in Branson Missouri, the
annual Syracuse Area Al-Anon Convention in Syracuse, NY, the Area 33
Michigan Round Up, the Annual SENY (South East New York) Convention in
Tarrytown, NY, the first Annual A.A. Convention in New Haven, CT and more!

If you would like Stepping Stones to come to you, please call Annah or
Sarah at 914-232-4822 or email us at info@steppingstones.org.

If you would like to be added to the Stepping Stones
email list and receive quarterly updates, visit www.steppingstones.org and
click on CONTACT US, or send an email to info@steppingstones.org.  If you
would prefer to receive all email and no more snail mail, please send an
email to the above address.

To come in quarterly email updates. . . Stepping Stones
Launches a Friends of Stepping Stones Group, Interpretation Study Underway,
Volunteers Utilized to Make Headway in Historic Preservation, Education and
more…

May 5th ~ Community Gardening Day, 10am - 4pm The Stepping
Stones Garden Club prepares Bill and Lois’ garden for summer. Make it a
day of service for your group or come alone. Bring work gloves, a sun hat
and garden tools. Registration is required, and free lunch will be served.
Join the Garden Club at any gardening event, by calling (914) 232-4822, or
emailing info@steppingstones.org. 
May 25th ~ Tea in the Gardens, 3pm Join staff and friends for a guid-
ed tour followed by tea, pastries and a lively discussion, just as Lois Wilson
would have entertained her guests. Reservations required, (914) 232-
4822, $12 contribution. 
June 2nd ~ 55th Annual Family Groups Picnic, 12-4pm Don’t miss
the opportunity to visit the home of Bill and Lois Wilson with 500 or so of
your closest friends! Started by Lois in 1952, this year’s picnic will featured
guided tours, an open meeting and much more. Bring your own picnic
lunch; we provide the soft drinks. No reservation required. 
June 29th ~ Tea in the Gardens, 3pm. Reservations required, (914)
232-4822, $12 contribution. 
July 8th ~ Gardening Day, 10am - 4pm Join the Stepping Stones
Gardening Club as they weed, prune and clean up the garden. Spend a
summer day doing what Bill and Lois loved so much. Bring work gloves, a
sun hat and garden tools. Lunch will be provided, and registration is
required. Join the Garden Club at any gardening event, by calling
(914)232-4822, or emailing info@steppingstones.org 

Calendar of Events

(Continued from page 8)



Cross stitch kits:
First-Things-First” Based
on a sampler that was
given to Lois as a gift and
is on display in the “spook
room.” $14.00

God
boxes
$20.00

Even the letters A.A. Believed to have
been written by Lois Wilson, this poem
was found handwritten in Lois’ diary dur-
ing a trip to Paris in 1977. The original
sampler can be found in the “spook
room” at Stepping Stones. $14.00

Replica of 
Wit’s End or
Stepping
Stones
Nicely detailed in Full
color with the name and
history of the house on
the back. Average size
4 ½ x 6 ¾. Perfect gift.
$18.00

NOTE CARDS with 5 different photos
Stepping Stones. Please indicate English or
Spanish version. $10

Historic Stepping Stones Gift Shop 
Our gift shop selection is growing, and we’re pleased to offer the following items, among others:

Grateful to Have Been
There by Nell Wing
My 42 Years with Bill and
Lois and the Evolution of
Alcoholics Anonymous.
$10.95

Not God
by Ernest Kurtz
A History of
Alcoholics
Anonymous.
$14.95

The Soul of
Sponsorship
by Robert Fitzgerald, S.J.
The Friendship of Fr. Ed
Dowling and Bill Wilson
in letters. $10.95

Como Lo
Ve Bill
(As Bill
Sees It, in
Spanish)
$12.95

My Name is Bill W., 
DVD. Starring James
Woods and James Garner,
written by advisory board
member Bill Borchert. A
must see. $21.95

BOOKS AND VIDEOS

Other gift ideas
can be found on the web and
include: “Hold Fast” pendants
($14), coffee mugs ($10),
pens ($6.50), pencil drawings
of the landscape by artist
Judith Brooks ($5-$7), tote
bags ($20), river rocks, other
excellent educational books
and more.

Quantity



July 27th ~ Tea in the Gardens, 3pm Reservations required, (914)
232-4822, $12 contribution. 
August 31st ~ Tea in the Gardens, 3pm Reservations required, (914)
232-4822, $12 contribution. 
September 15th ~ Gardening Day, 10am - 4pm Join the Stepping
Stones Garden Club as they weed and begin to plan for the winter and fol-
lowing spring. Make it a day of service for your group; individuals and cou-
ples are always welcome. Lunch will be provided, registration is required.
Join the Garden Club at any gardening event, by calling (914)232-4822, or
emailing info@steppingstones.org 
September 28th ~ Tea in the Gardens, 3pm Reservations required,
(914) 232-4822, $12 contribution. 
October 26th ~ Tea in the Gardens, 3pm Reservations required, (914)
232-4822, $12 contribution. 
November 3rd ~ Gardening Day, 10am - 4pm Join the Stepping Stones
Garden Club as they put the garden to bed for the winter. Bulbs will be plant-
ed, and the Garden Club will plan its events for the following year over lunch.
Lunch will be provided, registration is required. Join the Garden Club at any
gardening event, by calling (914)232-4822, or emailing info@stepping-
stones.org 
November 26th ~ Bill Wilson’s Birthday Open House, 2-5pm Join
friends old and new as they celebrate the birth of Bill Wilson, Nov. 26, 1895. 
November 30th ~ Tea in the Gardens, 3pm. Reservations required,
(914) 232-4822, $12 contribution. 
December 10th ~ Candle Lighting Ceremony on the eve of Bill’s

spiritual awakening, 8:30pm Join Jose Pablo S., his family and friends
who travel from Mexico to mark this important day in history. Meet across
the street from the former Town’s Hospital at 88th Street and Central Park
West. Dress warm. 
December 11th ~ Candlelight Vigil Celebrating Bill Wilson’s spiri-
tual awakening, 8:30pm Join Jose Pablo S. his family and friends as they
take a moment to commemorate the day of Bill’s spiritual awakening at
Town’s Hospital. Meet across the street from the former hospital at 88th
Street and Central Park West. Dress warm and bring a candle! 
December 21st ~ Tea in the Gardens, 3pm. Reservations required,
(914) 232-4822, $12 contribution. 

The Stepping Stones Foundation
PO Box 452
Bedford Hills,NY 10507

Return Service Requested

Text and photographs property of Stepping Stones Foundation. 
No reproduction or transmission without permission.

Calendar of Events

Bill and Lois Wilson, enjoying their garden at Stepping Stones, 1954. 
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