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Play traces AA’s roots

Sean Gorman
The Journal News

BEDFORD
mong the more significant
meetings in Bill Wilson’s life, a
biography notes, happened in
1934 when Ebby, his friend and

former drinking buddy, tried to talk
him into sobering up.

That fateful meeting and other
events leading up to the founding of Al-
coholics Anonymous are being depict-
ed in “Bill W. and Dr. Bob” — an off-
Broadway play about Wilson, his AA co-
founder, Dr. Robert Smith, and their
wives.

‘Bill W. and Dr. Bob’

Information on tickets and show
times can be found at www.bill-
wanddrbob.com, or call Telecharge,
800-432-7250.

There's also a link from the Step-
ping Stones Foundation’s Web site:
www.steppingstones.org.

It premieres this month.

A portion of the proceeds from the
first Feb. 16 preview performances are
going to Stepping Stones museum in
Bedford, the former home of Wilson

and his wife, Lois.

“Bill always referred to Ebby as the
guy who got him sober,” said Annah
Perch, the executive director of Step-
ping Stones.

Wilson, portrayed by actor Robert
Krakovski, shuffled about in his socks
and a blue robe — inebriated — during
arehearsal last week at Chelsea Studios
in Manhattan. Ebby, who had become
sober, refused a drink from him.

“You want to drink more than you
want to live,” says Ebby, played by
Marc Carver.

Wilson's response is swift and bel-
ligerent.
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