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The Story of the Home in Bill Wilson’s Words

During this year something very good happened to Lois
and me. A Mrs. Helen Griffith, whose alcoholic friend
Joan C., we had been able to help, appeared at our club
house meeting at 24 Street. She began to talk of a house
in Westchester — 2 acres of grounds, a building 60 X 30
feet. She said we couldn’t live forever in the club, we’d
be suffocated in the crush. We’d need a place like that.
Lois and I paid scant attention to her at first. The idea of
Westchester real estate seemed out of the question. Besides
our furniture was in storage, and a $400 storage bill had
accumulated against it. It was frequently threatened with
foreclosure. So, how could we move, much less buy? But,
Mrs. Griffith persisted. Still, we did not listen.

One day we visited a new A.A. member in Chappaqua,
Wilber S. and his wife Ruth. We remembered the Bedford
Hills house Mrs. Griffith had described. It was early
Spring of 1941, a little snow still on the ground. Lois and I
drove over with [Wilber and Ruth] to see the house. It had
only been rented summers. It had been built for a friend

of Mrs. Griffith, who hadn’t liked it. Mrs. Griffith was
wealthy, and the building, or fixing up of old houses was a
fad. This was one of a half a dozen she owned. I thought to
myself, this is it. I got wildly enthusiastic. Lois didn’t see
how we could swing it. I insisted that we must, somehow.

At the very next meeting Mrs. Griffith approached Lois
and me. She said she had been inquiring about our
finances. She understood we were paying $20 a month
storage on our furniture. She told us that we might have
the Bedford Hills place for $6500, no money down, if we
would pay her $40 a month. If we moved our furniture
into the house we would save $20 a month, so we’d only
have to get up another $20 to do the trick. So, in we
moved in the Spring of 1941, into the house that so many
now know as Stepping Stones. It was a great year, 1941.
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Helen Griffith (no relation to Bill’s side of the family) was
an actress, but retired. Her father was a lawyer. She was
born in Germany.

She built the house for her friend, who was a librarian in
New York. Helen was always helping somebody out and
being good to them. So she was interested in helping out
her girl friend. Helen was a friend of Zerelda Rains, who
owned the land. Zerelda had bought this place for her
mother and father (10 acres) — all the family came; started
to build houses. Her brother Jack was an alcoholic (there
were three girls and a son, Jack) and she thought it would
be wonderful to have Jack build a house around the
locality. When Helen wanted to build a house for her girl
friend, Jack built it to her design. Helen went abroad, Jack
got drunk and absconded with $3,000. Somebody else
finished building the house. Jack disappeared, leaving
wife and children. Zerelda brought up the children.

But Helen'’s friend didn’t want the house. So Helen came
up sometimes and rented it as a summer place — it had

no furnace or insulation. (Bill and Lois put in both.) Then
Helen got interested in another woman: Joan C., who went
to early A.A. meetings. Joan was in real estate in Summit,
New Jersey and would tell Bill and Lois about this house
in Westchester and thought it was just the thing for them.
She looked into their finances, found they were paying
$20 a month for storage and $20 for rent of their current
place anyway, so felt they could pay $20 a month to
amortize this new house; the cost of the house was $6,500
(in 1941), consisting of two acres of land and the house.
They got a furnace from a barroom in Bedford Hills, which
was being put out on the rubbish heap and sold to them
for $20. Over the years Bill and Lois acquired more land
surrounding the original two acres. (Written in 1972)

Stories & Photos (L-R: the Wilsons; the house, 1941)
from Stepping Stones Archives.

Donate to help maintain the 100-year-old home and more!



Stepping Stones Online:
The Living Legacy of
Bill & Lois Wilson

“Celebrating 1 00 Yers!

Fall 2020 at Stepping Stones

The Home's Legacy of Friendship
Between 1939 and 1941, Lois and Bill Wilson lived in

51 places, including the 24th Street A.A. Clubhouse in
New York City. They lost Lois’ parent’s Brooklyn home

to foreclosure. At the time, Lois worked, and Bill focused
on nurturing A.A. and the Big Book project. Concerned
A.A.s passed a “Lois W. Home Replacement Fund”
donation basket to help the Wilsons. The Wilsons visited
many groups, but frequently attended New Jersey Group
meetings, where realtor Joan C. was a member. Joan helped
Helen Griffith with her real estate deals and managed the
extremely generous offer and sale to the Wilsons of the
house that became “Stepping Stones.” Joan was the mother
of Horace C. — an A.A. member and board member of The

Alcoholic Foundation and Works Publishing Inc., which F ree Eve nts on ZOO m
Bill and Hank P. created to finance the Big Book. . . .
Registration required.

- ) See the “Events” page at
spring of 1941. They believed the home was a “Godsend” www.steppingstones.org

and wanted it to always to be available to you.

The Wilsons moved into their first home of their own in

Support preservation and operation of

Stepping Stones by donating by phone, mail, Hoxpe with HiStOI‘yI
or online at www.steppingstones.org A Virtual Exploratlon of the
.. Home, Archives, & Lives of the Wilsons
N ews & Opportun ities Saturday, December 19, 2020 4 p.m. EST

For details, visit www.steppingstones.org Join the December event or schedule a

Tour Visits: Contact us for reopening plans. presentation of any length for a group or

Online Archive Update: Thanks to support of friends, a special gathering.

free, accessible online archive of 10,000 manuscripts is in

development. Apply to be a remote volunteer to . P _
categorize and transcribe materials. A HIStO.ry of ,A A & the Mlhta,ry
From Bill W.’s Service to A.A.’s Growth
Play-in-a-Box Based on Bill & Lois’ Letters: Scripts Via Members Stationed Overseas
for 30- and 50- minute play readings are available for Sunday, January 17, 2021, 2 p.m. EST
4 4 4 . o

presentation by anybody. Consider a play reading for

your next fellowship event. This Illustrated presentation features Roger W.

exploring the way military members accessed

Employment Opportunities: Searches are under way A.A. and carried a recovery message even
for Executive Assistant, Advancement Manager, and in combat zones. Stepping Stones will share
Archives & Collections Manager. archival material on Bill Wilson’s World War |

P . service, his attempt to reenlist for World War
Art Conservation: Owing to the support of friends, II, and Lois Wilson'’s stateside service during

treatment and relighting for the home’s paintings and World War 1.
etchings continues.

MISSION: The Stepping Stones Foundation
fosters public understanding of alcoholism
and inspires recovery by preserving and
sharing the historic home, archives, and
legacy of Bill and Lois Wilson, co-founders,
respectively, of Alcoholics Anonymous

and Al-Anon Family Groups.
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